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    Today’s edition includes a column that appeared in June of 2011, with added introductory remarks. This writer, on behalf of many non-drug using citizens of Gilpin County, is asking the Board of Commissioners to refuse the coming on-slaught to approve all things connected with marijuana. The simple answer is “It is still a violation of federal law to grow, sell and distribute marijuana regardless of the end use and state law.” 
   There are those in the county who would gladly turn Gilpin County into a drug haven with Amsterdam-style “coffee shops.” Non-drug using citizens should not be thrown under the bus or their lives endangered by those seeking to enrich themselves and pollute their own bodies. 

Gilpin’s Marijuana Dispensaries . . .  June 27, 2011
   This writer has come to find it amusing at how far local officials are willing to go in accommodating the medical marijuana crowd.  The ruse in all this is that no matter what local officials do in their pursuit to accommodate the vast number of drug pushers and those in excruciating, oh yeah chronic pain, the bottom line is that under federal law, it is illegal to grow and distribute marijuana regardless of its intended use.  

   Gilpin County voters have long had commissioners who act as though they were empowered with the infinite wisdom of Almighty God.  How many times have commissioners put to a vote of the citizens any issue, no matter how significant to the lives and property of those citizens?  None that this citizen/writer can recall since arriving in Gilpin County in 1990!  

   Marijuana dispensaries have been banned in cities and municipalities throughout Colorado either by vote of the people or by local government entities such as city councils.  

   Yet, here in Gilpin County, there was no consideration given to the idea that such a significant matter as allowing dispensaries of a controlled substance that is illegal under federal law be submitted to a vote of the people. Colorado’s law does not override federal law!  
   Commissioners bowed to the drug crowd plain and simple, and the Hail Mary of job creation and tax revenue!  Can it be that this issue is the last straw signifying the need for a Citizens’ Coalition overseeing and raising the question on issues that should be put to a vote of the people?  

Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  
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